Patricia Zedalis named 
assistant commissioner 


Commissioner Frank J. Wilson has 
appointed Patricia Zedalis in the newly 
defined position of Assistant Commissioner 
for Planning and Development. W. Dennis 
Keck’s title will change to Deputy Assis- 
tant Commissioner for Planning and 
Development to conform with the new unit 
designation. —s RE 

In addition to 
its existing 
operations, this 
organization will P 
establishanew | ~ 
technology office 
which will lead 
the Department 
on a number of 
initiatives that 
include utilizing Zedalis 
defense industry technologies converted to 
civilian use and developing fiber optic and 
other communications systems. It is not yet 
staffed. Zedalis will also be involved in the 
Department’s privatization initiatives. 

Keck will continue to manage the 
Department’s planning activities and the 
new technology initiatives. He will also 
take on significant new responsibilities for 
the Department as the co-chair of the I-95 
Corridor Coalition Steering Committee. 
(See related story.) 

Zedalis has held senior executive 
positions in Connecticut and New York 
City in the public and the private sectors 
with major achievements in transportation 
operations, project oversight and policy 
development. She was Deputy Commis- 
sioner for Public Transportation in the 
Connecticut Department of Transportation, 
Executive Vice President for Development 
in the New York City Economic Develop- 
ment Corporation, Acting Commissioner in 
the New York City Department of Ports 
and Trade, Chief of Staff in the Office of 
the New York City Deputy Mayor for 
Finance and Economic Development. 

In addition, the new Assistant Commis- 
sioner was Director of Development for the 
Jacob K-Javits Convention Center, 
Executive Director of the 42nd Street 
Development Corporation and an associate 
and consultant with private real estate and 
planning firms. 

Zedalis holds a master’s degree in Art 
History from Queens College and a 
bachelor’s degree in Chemistry from 
Fordham University. She has also attended 
the M.B.A. program at New York Univer- 
sity and the master’s program in Historic 
Preservation at Columbia University. 
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Wilson proposes record capital program 


New Jersey Transportation Commis- 
sioner Frank J. Wilson on March 1 pro- 
posed an unprecedented $1.86 billion 
highway and mass transit capital spending 
program for the state in the upcoming fiscal 
year. 

The spending plan was officially 
transmitted to the Legislature for inclusion 
in Gov. Christie Whitman’s state budget for 
the new fiscal year, beginning July 1. The 
combined FY 1996 capital program for 
NJDOT and New Jersey Transit represents 
a more than 25 percent increase in spending 
above the current fiscal year’s record $1.47 
billion program. The proposal includes 
nearly $200 million for the massive Urban 
Core railway projects, a 5O percent increase 
to $150 million in aid to counties and 
municipalities and nearly a quarter billion 
dollars for bridge projects. 

“With this ambitious program, we are 
literally building New Jersey’s future,” said 
Wilson, who also serves as chairman of the 
NJ Transit board. “This record level of 
transportation investment allows us to 
expand our system, rebuild aging infra- 


structure and create jobs. We will also 
make sure New Jersey has the transporta- 
tion network to stay competitive with the 
nation and the world,” he said. 

NJDOT highlights include: 

¢ $13.5 million for design and right of 
way acquisition for the new interchange of 
Routes 4 and 17 in Bergen County, one of 
the state’s busiest junctions. 

¢ Improvements to Route 70 in Ocean 
County to help relieve summer shore 
traffic, budgeted at $1.5 million. 

¢ $50 million for construction and 
operation of a new, federally mandated 
auto-emissions testing system by the 
Division of Motor Vehicles, which will 
merge with the Department in FY 1996. 

Also included in the budget proposal is 
$37.9 million for widening of Route 23 in 
Morris County, including intersection 
improvements and construction of a park- 
ride facility; $22.5 million for widening 
Route 42 in Camden and Gloucester 
counties; and $7.5 million for design and 
right of way acquisition to begin relocation 
of Route 120 at the Meadowlands Complex. 


I-95 Coalition fights congestion 


Imagine feeling confident about arriving 
on time after driving from Trenton to meet 
friends_for lunch just off I-95 at Mystic 
Seaport, CT because you’re armed with 
enough dependable information to avoid 
the hassle of congestion. 

Enabling motorists and transit users to 
navigate a seamless regional transporta- 
tion network efficiently is the chief 
motivation of the I-95 Corridor Coalition, 
made up of officials from 26 transporta- 
tion agencies in 13 states from Maine to 
Virginia. While I-95 and adjacent rail 
lines form the “spine” of the corridor, it 
also includes airports, seaports and freight. 

The Coalition was born in 1992 when it 
was one of four “priority corridors” 
funded by federal ISTEA legislation. 
Commissioner Frank J. Wilson is one of 
the newest and most enthusiastic members 
of the Coalition’s Executive Board and its 
vice chair. 

“Just as the Northeast is the most 
densely traveled region in the U.S., New 
Jersey is the most densely traveled state 


° Commissioner Frank J. Wilson 


within the region,” he said. “So it makes 
sense that we should be out front urging 
the development and use of devices that 
will help unclog our highways and transit 
systems and enable people and goods to 
move more efficiently.” 

“The Coalition is a golden opportunity 
for the Northeast,’ agrees Dennis Keck, 
Deputy Assistant Commissioner of 
Planning and Development, who is co- 
chair of the Coalition’s Steering Commit- 
tee. “We’ve got the best transportation 
system infrastructure in the nation to 
manage. It’s our lifeblood.” 

According to Keck, the I-95 Coalition is 
a natural evolution of the traffic mitigation 
work being done by several of the states 
independently. For example, NJDOT has 
been working on MAGIC technology and 
traffic mitigations for more than a decade 
and was instrumental in getting 
TRANSCOM, one of the first regional 
traffic communications networks, off the 


ground. 
(Continued on page 2) 
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I-95 Coalition (from page one) 


“It’s obvious to everyone that congestion ignores state bor- 1-95 The plan also lists some specific 
ders,” Keck said. ““We’ve got to work together to move people f goals: 
and goods through our region to ensure that the Northeast Corridor * to manage “non-recurring inci- 


maintains and improves its economic standing in the nation.” 

He said that the less populated parts of the corridor, like Maine 
and New Hampshire, also have an interest in getting tourists 
and commercial vehicles to destinations on time. 

Other NJDOT managers serve on Coalition commit- 
tees. They are Jean Servideo and Kurt Aufschneider, 
Traffic Operations; Roy Gustavson, Functional 
Requirements and Technology; Jim Pivovar and 
Chris Cox, Public/Private Partnerships and Budget 
and Policy. Assistant Commissioner of Design and 
Right of Way Ken Afferton, who is this year’s 
chairman of the Committee for a Smart New Jersey, 
also works with the Coalition. 

According to its 1994 business plan, the 
Coalition hopes to accomplish its mission 


dents” which disrupt the system (traffic 
tie-ups to the average motorist) 

* to cooperatively develop and assist 
in the operation of an inter-regional traffic 
and travel information network — traffic, 
construction, incident and weather— to 
provide real-time information to motorists 
and public transit users at home, on the road and 
in major activity centers. 

* to coordinate both the operation of I-95 plus 
FP critical elements of adjacent free and toll systems and 
related elements of other systems and monitor them for 
optimum use 
* to integrate information about other modes, 
particularly air and rail with highways 


by developing and demonstrating technol- | siilin a * to ensure rapid response to incidents 

ogy that rapidly predicts and reports traffic, analyzes and solves * to anticipate congestion by recommending diversion of 
problems and gets messages and advice to the motorist and public _ traffic to other routes and transportation and/or recommending 
transit user in enough “real-time” to make a difference. and advising travelers of delays. 


New reflective sign materials to improve visibility 


NJDOT will improve the visibility of highway signs by using our way down to smaller, ground-mounted signs,” Szwedo said. 


reflectorized material for the entire surface instead of just the This effort falls under the aegis of the NJDOT’s Lighting 
lettering. Design Task Force made up of 12 members and chaired by Rich 
A dozen new signs on I-95 east of the Scudders Falls bridge Zolnowski of Electrical Engineering. The group has been at 
in Mercer County are now being tested with positive early work since August. 
results, according to Tim Szwedo of Traffic Engineering and “We’re looking into how the Department can reduce its 
Safety Programs. Night observations by staff were virtually highway lighting energy costs,” Zolnowski said. “We’re 
unanimous in reporting that the new signs are far superior to examining highway signs, luminaires, light pollution issues and 
those currently in use. design policies and standards.” 
“The new reflective material will allow drivers to see signs Recommendations will be made to Ken Afferton, Assistant 
from a far greater distance,” says Bill Anderson, Manager of Commissioner for Design and ROW, later this month. 
Traffic Engineering and Safety Programs. “And the farther Task force members are T. C. Chang, Region 2 Electrical; 
away that you can see the sign, the more time you have to Jim Pittman, Region I; Sal DeGirolamo, Region 4 Electrical; 
react, Harry Romaine, Region 2 Electrical; Larry Sroka, Maintenance 
Department staff has identified 142,000 highway signs for Engineering; Junius White, Region 4 Design, Mount Laurel; 
upgrading; another 18,000 have yet to be inventoried. The Charlie Goessel, Design Standards; Brian Strizki, Value 
complete statewide upgrade is expected to take several years. Engineering; Tim Szwedo, Traffic Engineering and Safety 


“We're going to focus on the larger, overhead signs and work Programs; and Dick Dube, Traffic Engineering and Local Aid. 
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Trust Fund gets. 


Che 


Commissioner Frank J. Wilson answers a question during the recent news conference where 
he and Governor Whitman accepted support for the Transportation Trust Fund from private 
companies and citizens groups who have joined the Coalition for Better Transportation. 
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Births 


Scott Sheldon, Senior Engineer, 
Construction, and his wife, Colleen, are 
the proud parents of a 91b. 30z., baby girl, 
Jacqueline Patricia, born on February 27. 


Retirees 


Frederick L. Burns, Const. & Maint. 
Tech. I, Region 3, 26 yrs.; Robert 
Fischer, Truck Driver, Region 3, 22 yrs.; 
Robert Conover, Equipment Operator, 
Region 4, 21 yrs.;John Rainier, Maint. 
Worker I, Trans., Region 4, 9 yrs.; 
Charles Werling, Drawbridge Operator, 
Region 5, 4 yrs. 


Obituaries 


Roy Adams, 79, of Trenton died on 
February 26. He retired as a Mainte- 


nance Worker I in Region 3 in 1978 after 
20 years of service. He is survived by his 


wife, Anna, a son and two grandsons and 
four great-grandsons. 


Ronald J. Fair, 54, of Ewing, died 
February 18. The Navy veteran joined 
NJDOT in 1967. He was an equipment 
inspector in Fernwood. For several years 
he served as manager of the Ewing 
Township Little League. He is survived 
by his wife, Judith, a son and daughter, 
and two grandchildren. 
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Hewie Lamson, Crew Supervisor—Fernwood 

During this past week, I stopped at the yard for the purpose of gassing up my state- 
owned vehicle. While parked next to the gas tank, flames were noted coming from a 

| lower area of the engine. Employee Jim Beck, who was in the yard, immediately 

came to my assistance and without hesitation and disregard for his own safety 
grabbed a fire extinguisher from the shed and succeeded in dousing out the fire. 

I feel certain that the action of Jim contributed greatly in averting a disaster as the 
vehicle was parked next to the gas tank and both the vehicle and gas tank could very 


well have exploded causing a catastrophe. 


I sincerely feel that Jim Beck should be commended for his quickly efficient and 
unselfish action which resulted in a safe conclusion to a potentially dangerous 


situation. 


I am forever grateful to Jim who clearly displayed that he is a credit to his depart- 


ment. 


Correction 


—William Elliott 
Ombudsman Office 


Commendation 


Bob McLaughlin, Office of Capital 
Programming, adds his thanks to his 
secretary, Eileen Rainieri, whom he credits 
with saving his life. Rainieri found 
McLaughlin choking on a piece of food in 
his office and performed the Heimlich 
Maneuver to dislodge it. Rainieri shows him 
the certificate she received from 
Commissioner Frank J. Wilson for her 
heroic effort. 


A donation of $850 from the Multi-cultural Committee was presented to Rainbow 


House by Gail Charles, Director of Civil Rights/Affirmative Action. Last month's 
Transporter incorrectly identified the amount. 


You may change health 
and dental plans in April 


April is the open enrollment period for 
the four state health benefits programs 
and all dental plans. NJDOTers who 
wish to enroll or transfer a health or 
dental plan must do so no later than 
April 28. 

The health benefit plans are: Tradi- 
tional (Blue Cross and Blue Shield), 
Health Maintenance Organizations 
(HMOs), NJ Plus and the Prescription 
Drug Program. 

If you wish to make changes, please: 

¢ Review all literature. Brochures and 
forms will be distributed in March. If you 
do not receive one, contact your Personnel 
Coordinator or the NJDOT Health 
Benefits Unit by calling (609) 530-2946. 
Note that most HMO plans are based on 
Zip Code eligibility. If you wish to 
transfer, please send the completed form to 
your Personnel Coordinator or the 
Headquarters Health Benefits Unit. 

¢ New rates. There will be new 
payroll deductions for some health 
benefits plans. Rate sheets will accom- 
pany paychecks sometime in March. 

Dental Providers will be attending the 
Health Fairs this year. Each region will 
hold its own Health Fair on the follow- 
ing dates: 

Trenton Headquarters: April 5, 


9 a.m.-2 p.m., Multi-purpose Room 
Region | Netcong April 4 
Region 2 Newark April 11 
Region 3 Freehold April 12 
Region 4 Mt. Laurel April 6 


For more information on time and 
location, contact your Personnel Coordi- 
nator. For more information about 
benefits, call the Health Benefits Unit at 
(609) 530-2946. 


New affirmative action 
plan is now available 


Affirmative Action Officer Sharon 
Waters has announced the publication of 
the Department’s Affirmative Action Plan 
for 1994-5. 

Waters said that the new plan outlines 
NJDOT’s commitment to equal opportu- 
nity for all employees and identifies 
affirmative action goals and initiatives for 
increasing the number of minorities and 
females. She will hold briefing sessions 
with senior management on the contents 
of the plan. 

If you would like a copy, please contact 
the Affirmative Action Office al 609-530- 
2931. 


A modern maintenance complex at 
Bloomsbury in Hunterdon County has 
replaced the old frame structure, probably 
an old gas station, and a storage building 
which together served as Crew 127’s 
headquarters since 1960. 

The new building includes offices and 
facilities and, for the first time in this 
yard, heated equipment bays and a domar 
salt storage unit. Bloomsbury has the 
distinction of being the first maintenance 
facility paid for by the Transportation 
Trust Fund to be completed and occu- 
pied. 

The Bloomsbury facility also becomes 
the first Department maintenance yard 
specifically designed for 24-hour fueling 
and accessibility to all state agencies. 
The complex boasts several state of the 
art features for environmental protection, 
including an oil/water separator drainage 
system in the bays and a storm water 
detention and cleansing basin. 

On February 23 Deputy Commissioner 
Sharon Landers joined Executive 
Director Jim Pittman, Regional Mainte- 
nance Engineer Phil Whitting, Area 


Deputy Commissioner Sharon Landers 
poses with Crew 127 and the NJDOT 
officials attending opening 

ceremonies at the yard. 


Sree st OTS ETUC 


Supervisor Joe Galayda, Crew Supervisor 
Dick Olah, Assistance Crew Supervisor 
Rich Stangle and the entire Bloomsbury 
Maintenance Crew 127 in celebrating the 
opening. 

Landers called the new facility the 
“backbone of the organization” and told 
everyone how proud she was of the 
excellent work being performed by all 
maintenance crews. 

While noting that this building did not 
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(Left) The new Bloomsbury Yard. 
(Above) The facility it replaced. 


have the “charm” of the old facility, 
Pittman said that the three heated bays 
and a 3,000 ton capacity domar will put 
the region in better shape to fight the 
severe winter weather on the infamous 
Jugtown Mountain. 

Ray Colanduoni, Director of Facilities 
Planning, who has been with this project 
from its inception, said that it is the 
prototype for others now in design or 
construction. —Richard Dunne 
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